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AN UNKNOWN VERSE NEWSPAPER OF
THE GREEK DIASPORA*

Evangelia N. GEORGITSOY ANNI,
Harokopio University, Athens, Greece

Résumé: L’ article ci- présent traite d’un journal mensuel satirique grec en
vers-inconnu jusqu’ 4 ce jour, intitulé ‘La Satire’, gqui parut & Londres dans les années
trente. L7 auditeur et auteur de 1a totalité des textes £tait Léonidas Arniotis [Sparte]862-
Londres 1939], une persomnalité¢ connue en Gréce pour sa contribution au thédire et
pour ses efforts dans le domaine de 1’aviation, Le journal circulait dans les principales
communautés grecques du monde entier. Il comprend surtout des poemes qui
satirisaient des conditions politiques en Gréce et des conditions sociales en Angleterre,
ainsi que des publicités en vers concernant des professionnels Grecs & Londres et en
France, offrant ainsi des renseignements valables pour la Diaspora Grecque de son
temps. En tout *La Satire’ est un cas de poésie satirique qui en méme temps constitue un
document historique.

Introduction

The present article deals with a hitherto unknown Greek- language
satirical verse newspaper entitled ‘The Satyra’ [Satire], published in London
during the interwar period.

* The research was carried out under the Cultural Convention Exchange Scheme (Greek
Ministry of Education - British Council in Greece). Acknowledgements: Dr. Jonathan
Harris (Royal Holloway, University of London), Dr. Canstantine Buhayer (University
of Westminster), Bishop Theodoritos and Fr. Demetrios Bathrellos (Greek Cathedral of
St. Sophia), Mr. Viron Karydis (BBC), The British Library- Newspaper Library,
Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre, Hendon Park Cemetery,
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The Greek presence in London has a long history, dating back at least
to the early fifteenth century’. From 1900 till the beginning of the World War I
few Greeks lived in London: the entire community numbered about 1,000
individuals. Some of them were wealthy merchants and ship-owners or were
engaged in other maritime activities. They were mainly the descendants of
Greek merchants who had come to London during the Ottoman Empire after the
outbreak of the Greek War of Independence in 1821 to escape the savage
reprisals of the Ottoman authorities. In London they re-established their
businesses and became important economic agents, among them the Rallis,
Rodokanachis, Schilizzis, Ionidis, Cassavettis, Argentis families and others’.

Some distinguished personalities in the London Greek community
during the interwar period were: Emmanuel Rodokanachis (1855-1932),
director of Midland Bank; Helena Schilizzis (1874-1959), a highly educated
woman who in London in 1921 married the eminent politician, Eleftherios
Venizelos who was prime-minister of Greece for many years and Sir Basil
Zacharoff {1849-1936), arms and oil merchant, who exerted considerable
influence on politics at the time’.

However, apart from members of wealthy families there were also
middle and low-income Greeks living in London who worked as small
shopkeepers or in vartous other enterprises. Some had been born there; others
had emigrated from Greece".

Not included in the abovementioned number of Greeks living in
London are the Greeks from Cyprus, who were British subjects. Before the First
World War there were very few Cypriots in London but their numbers increased
rapidly to about 3,000 to 4,000 as a result of economic problems that beset the
island. Some of them were involved in the Cypriot embroidery and lace trade.
Others were restaurant or coffee shop owners. The majority worked in
restaurants or hotels or did various temporary jobs punctuated by spells of
unemployment’,

The social centres for the Greek Community were: the Greek
Cathedral of St Sophia in Bayswater, constructed in 1882, seat of the Greek
Orthodox Diocese of Thyateira founded in 1922; the Greek School in the
Cathedral of St Sophia (functioning only in the afternoon and on Saturdays) and
the Greek Club in Linden Gardens. There were also two societies: the Greek
Educational Association in England, founded in 1924 that aimed to establish an
Anglo-Hellenic School, and the ‘The Apostle Barnabas British Christian
Cypriot Brotherhood’, created in 1934 °.
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The newspaper ‘The Satyra’

The editor of the newspaper was Leonidas Arniotis, a Greek born in
1862 in the city of Sparta in the southeastern Peloponnese’. In 1888 he left for
Paris to embark on a successful career as a horse trainer, staging performances
on horseback in itinerant companies that put on variety shows in Europe and the
Middle East® (fig.1).

Fig. 1. Leonidas Arniotis as a young man wearing the uniform of a horse trainer
[Spartiatikon Hemerologion 111 (1902)]

Later he became a specialist in training dogs’. At the dawn of the
twentieth century, he became the director of an itinerant multi-national
company with the English title of ‘Great Transatlantic Attraction Company’,
which was highly successful on its tours'’. The company comprised singers,
acrobats, athletes, dancers and clowns, but its major attraction were the
performances by the animals (dogs, cats and parrots) trained by Arniotis'".

In 1904 Arniotis established a large, sumptuous outdoor variety
theatre of his own in Athens, where, although there was a huge demand for
variety shows, there was no adequate theatre for such performances'” (fig.2).
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Fig. 2. The Theatre of Leonidas Arniotis in Athens
(Great Hellenic Encyclopedia, 11)

The performances in his theatre contributed greatly to upgrading
Athenian variety shows'"”. He also enjoyed great success abroad as a result of
the tours conducted by his company"’.

But Arniotis did not limit himself to shows of this kind. He was one of
the first Greeks to understand the appeal to the public of a new kind of theatre,
the revue, which had recently made its appearance in Athens. He staged two
revues which he himself had written, one in 1906 and one in 1908.

The style of direction that he employed and the introduction of foreign
dancers into the show made the Greek revue approach the model for the
European music hall, also initiating new tendencies in the development of the
art of theatrical direction in Greece. In addition to this he provided financial
support to the Greek Melodrama that had been introduced by the composer
Dionysius Lavrangas in 1899. Arniotis became an entrepreneur of the
Melodrama in the 1907-8 season, staging very well-organized performances in
his theatre and so enabling the genre to survive. The period that Arniotis was
involved with Greek Melodrama is regarded as one of the best periods in the
history of that form of theatre.

His activity in Greek theatre - as theatrical entrepreneur, theatrical
writer, lyricist and theatre director - though brief, was important as it
contributed to upgrading the genre and to introducing and creating a permanent
presence of new theatre types in Greece: variety, revue and opera"” (fig.3).
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Fig. 3. Leonidas Arniotis in later life
(Maya Michailidis Archive, Greece)

Besides his theatrical activities Arniotis loved sports. The second man
to bring an automobile to Athens, he was well-known for his car, which he also
used for promotion of the performances in his theatre'®.

At a later stage he started to show interest in aviation and travelled to
France to receive special training in flying an aeroplane. While in France he
bought a “Bleriot’ aeroplane. He brought it in pieces to Athens, assembled, and
on 26™ September 1910 tried to fly in front of a large audience, including the
Greek royal family'’. Unfortunately, neither the first attempt nor the others
during the years that followed were successful'®. But Arniotis’ contribution to
the development of aviation was nevertheless important: he was the first to try
to link up Greece with the pioneering technological developments of that time
and to risk what was then a very dangerous undertaking.

Finally, after a series of failures and considerable sums spent on
financially disastrous extravagant theatrical productions and ill-fated
experiments in aviation, Arniotis left Greece to take up residence in London'”,

He started to run a coffee shop in the City that was frequented by
Greek merchants trading in raisins™. Signs of his presence are to be found from
1919 onwards in Bloomsbury®'. He operated with his wife Mar6é (Mary), who
was also Greek, a small shop selling books and paintings, called ‘Le Petit
Louvre’(= The Little Louvre) in St. Giles High Street™ (fig.4).
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Fig, 4. ‘Le Petit Louvre™: The bookshop of Leonidas Armiotis and his wife Mard in Bloornsbury
(Reproduced by permission of Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre)

%

In 1923 the bookshop was turned into a coffee-shop-restaurant™. St.
Giles High Street was a live]2y street full of restaurants and small shops with
living accommodation above™. Arniotis’ restaurant was operational for two
years only and in 1925 its place was taken by the restaurant of the Italian Paolo
Mondini”. Oral tradition has it that the coffee-shop-restaurant of Leonidas
Arniotis served as a meeting place for the Greeks of London®™. He finally died
on 28 September 1939 at St. Pancras Hospital, leaving no descendants” .

Leonidas Arniotis’ most important project, however, during his time
in London, was the Greek-language verse newspaper entitled ‘The Satyra’
[Satire]™. All the texts in ‘The Satyra’, even the advertisements, most of which
were in verse, were written by Leonidas Arniotis himself”. The majority of the
texts were satirical. It was not the first time though that Leonidas Arniotis wrote
in verse. While he was in Greece, he had written the lyrics of several songs that
were sung in his theatrical revues and some of them became highly popular’’.

As regards the satirical verse newspaper, there was an already
established tradition in Greece, where from the 19™ century a few satirical verse
newspapers were in circulation, the most important of them being ‘The Romios’
[The Greek], published weekly from 1883 till 1919 and written by the famous
satirical poet George Souris (1853-1919). The newspaper, whose popularity was
great, satirized politics, the social situation and important events of the time’'.

Following the example of his predecessors, L. Arniotis created the
‘The Satyra’. The newspaper was published monthly, with some exceptions,
and was four pages in length (fig.5-8).
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Its publication started at the end of 1929, but it is not known when the
last issue was circulated™. It was sold not only in London, but also in other
cities of Great Britain (Manchester, Liverpool, Cardiff) and abroad (Paris,
Marseilles, Brussels, Antwerp, Sydney, Vienna, Berlin, the U.S.A., Egypt,
Sudan), that is in places with a Greek community”. Outside Britain the
strongest links seem to have been with the Greek community in France, since
there were advertisements for Greek professionals in France™. From time to
time Arniotis also sent copies of the ‘The Satyra’ to newspapers in Greece™.

The poems of Leonidas Arniotis published in the ‘The Satyra’,
Judging from what has been preserved, were of various kinds. Some were
inspired by simple events (e.g. the coming of the New Year) or were short
simple love poems, while some others expressed the homesickness of the
emigrants [¢.g. the poem: ‘Mia ardiovoig

~Aowmodv, pog eedveg Iopyo povy/ ~Aug; Ti Beg va kipm;y/ Inyaive
oy natpida pov v *dw npwy aroddvm!/ Exe aepddeg dovleya oty SeViTER
ne gravouy/ Aev B8ho arig... mam va ‘o oto tomo pov Tt kevouvv!/ Iwg ta
TEPVOUY OTO OTiTL Lov, BErm Y v pebdocn/ Mea™ 1o movpvapur an’ svodid vo
pébm va mndicw/ Na (fow reprocdtepa %pévm £ TO YWPWO POV Kal v
YVOPIoW MO KOAG TOV D10 s0UTd Hov....... P (=4 Pleasure

-So, George, you are leaving us? -Yes. What do vou want to do? I’'m
going to see my country before I die. I have money, since 1 worked in the
foreign land. It’s enough for me; 1 don’t want more. I’'m going to see how they
are faring in my country, what are they doing at home. I want to be get drunk by
the sweet smell of the holm-oak, I want to ran and jump, I want to live more
years in my village and to know myself better...”)}’’

Others satirized social conditions, such as one referring to the new
role of working women in England, to whom as it appears, the author was
negative [*Abo skaztoppvpe epydtar ot Ayyiie/ eovalovv ‘Elucote depyol’
Asv &yovpe egpyoacic/ Kol déke exatoppdpla yovaikes wov dovisdovy/ omg
Béozic 1OV Y Timota TOPe Tovg Kopoidelovv/- Akovoeg TCaxk watdAcPec;
[pdoeye Bu yopice/ NuPpm 10 onit ftouo/- Ma/ Aev £xel Ma...dxovoeg; Na
TAOVIIC Ve TaoTpéyme... - (= Two million workers in England are crying out:
‘We are unemploved’. We don’t have work. And the ten million women who
are working in their posts for very little money they are mocking them- Did you
hear that Jack, did you understand? Be careful, I'll be back, I want to find the
house ready. — But..- There is no But...Did you hear? You have to wash, to
clean...)]”

Other texts dealt with the situation of the Greeks in London, such as
one poem devoted to the Cypriots of London and entitled *Cyprus in London’,
which deals with the first phase of Cypriot immigration to the British capital
['H Zvvowic tov West eyfus’ omd véous pOLOTAKOAOES vOGTHOVS
ueiaypowovg Kuvrpaiovne/ Ko ¢pbavouy kabnpepivide kon GAlor oty Ayyiio/
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ue umparoo mpdbuue yepa va Bpovve gpyacic/ Eiv' o epyatikoc otpatdg g
Kbonpov o omoiog/ gedyer an’ exel ywr® £yewe apoépnrog o Biog/ -Exel dev
Eyovpev dovAiav! Aéyouv...” (='The West district is full of young
moustachioed handsome dark-skinned Cypriots, with other muscular types
arriving every day in England ready and willing to find work. It’s the labour
army of Cyprus that is leaving that island, because life has become intolerable. -
We don’t have work there!, they say...”)]*’. According to the poem, many
Cypriots had come to London at that time because they could not find work in
their homeland. They lived in the West End, working in restaurants, washing
dishes or doing other odd jobs in the kitchen. Others were fishermen,
metalworkers, carpenters, tailors and cobblers. Emplovers gave them
preferential treatment because they did not make many labour demands. Affairs
of the heart also frequently implicated them in quarrels. These poems
supplement and confirm existing knowledge about the Cypriots in London
during the interwar period"'.

There are also satirical poems of political character expressing the
personal beliefs of the poet concerning the political situation in Greece, such as
a poem entitled ‘Kemal and Venizelos’ concerning the politics of friendship
between Greece and the recently created Turkish Republic, inavgurated by the
political leaders of the two countries, El. Venizelos (1864-1936) and Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk (1881-1938), after the Greek - Turkish war in Asia Minor (1919-
1922). More specifically, in October 1930 a bilateral treaty of friendship and
neutrality was signed between the two countries in Ankara™. [‘B. {Bevt{&log):
INa cov AePév Kepdh nacod

K. (Kepéi): Mnpe, prpe! Mapes tov gpipnl/ Q¢ ykeAtd Koidg...
Op1oeg pe T KoAn pog voery Ty kdver prpe To partL cov! an’ ™) ypobd t° avoti
oov;/ eErEpacay 10 SOVIIL G0V Kol 6Ao TO Kopui cov;

B. (Beviléiog): Nai. Ao’ avta Keupdi... Tapoe sipcote piron/ cov
EPRAYTOV adaPopo o DOTEPL. ouy oKDAoY £10° sive g o5 £pyscbe ot
Adpisoa e otdre/ ko p guelc omv Ayxope! Ko gedyovps tpeydial/
Ma... Topa o1 Aoyapuac ol autoi va Eeyactovve/ viati o1 AbKoL okéntovial yio
VL G popaotoivel ..’

(= V.{Venizelos):. Hi, fine Kemal pasha.

K. (Kemal): Hi, herif*. Welcome, with our nice bride.** How is your
eye and your ear struck by a fist? Are your teeth and your whole body healed?”

V. (Venizelos): Leave all that Kemal. We are friends now, regardless
if we quarrel between us later like dogs. So these are the facts: once you came
to Larissa for a short while*® and we went to Ankara and we left in haste " But
na'fs these events must be forgotten, because the wolves have plans to share
us! )L

Here Arniotis is expressing himself against Venizelos® policy, as he
was a fanatic royalist. See also his poem dedicated to the Greek princess Helen,
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daughter of the late king Constantine 1, [‘..I'at” Eioe xopn Evog vexpod
ATAQOD Lo oTpUTapyov/ evog peyahon Pasiind Boviyapo-Tovpropdyov...” (=
‘Because you are the daughter of a great field marshal, who is unburied, a great
king who fought against Bulgarians and Turks***)]™".

These poems provide insights into the involvement of the London
Greeks in the political situation of Greece. In Greece then, a serious conflict had
arisen between the republicans, followers of Eleftherios Venizelos, and the
royalists. Known as the ‘National Schism’, the conflict had deeper social and
economic underpinnings’. Many of the wealthy members of the Greek
Community in London were supporters of Venizelos™. Indeed there was
another Greek-language publication being brought out in the British capital at
this time, a newspaper (not in verse), entitled ‘Hesperia’, edited by the doctor
Nicolas Pouptis, who was a fanatical Venizelist”. But some London Greeks
were royalists, and one of them was obviously Leonidas Arniotis™. His poems
reflect the fanatical rivalry that existed in those days between the two parties
even among the Greeks of the Diaspora.

A peculiarity of the newspaper was the large number of
advertisements written in verse for Greek shops and professional offices in
London [e.g. 24, HIGH Str. Bloomsbury/ LONDON W.C./ Tnifpovov:
GERRARD 3037/ XPHETOX KANAPHZ/Ladies and Gent’s Tailor/- ®&ieig pe
vovoto v vrubeis; TTyawve atov Kavipry/ doxipaoe (ua arofid, moddd de Ba
cov wapry IInyaivere va dte mo¢ yopic moAréig kovPévred cag kavn to
aTpounTo waridr tov AePévres’ (=24, HIGH Str. Bloomsbury/LONDON
W.C./Tel.: GERRARI> 303 7/Christos Kanaris /Ladies and Gent’s Tailor/ Do you
want to be dressed in taste? Go to Kanaris’. Try a garment. He will not take a
lot of money from you. Go to see how, without much talk, his brave scissors
makes you look fine™)] and in France (Paris and Marseilles) {e. g. ‘MAPIOZ
FATZOE./ KOYPEYZ/ AI” ANAPAY KAI KYPIAZ/ To opaidzepov eAinvikov
kovpeiov Tyg Place St- Michel./ 3, Rue de la Harpe, 3- Paris. /Mg x@fe gidoug
sL@ANG Ko P’ evpopea kopitow/ Ba ce oToAiilovy | svpopOd av PEVIE GTU.
INopicw/ Edpope, kOypo poriidv Aodowo daye offdce / av mog Ba
guyaproTnOng avépog yovaik’ av eioe’ (= ‘Marios Gatsos. Barber for men and
women. The finest Greek Hairdressers® shop of Place St- Michel./ 3, Rue de la
Harpe, 3- Paris. If you live in Paris, you will be attended to by pretty girls and
given perfumes. Shaving, hair- cut and wash are carried out in a minute. You
will leave highly satisfied, whether you are a man or a woman’)*).

The advertisements published in Amiotis™ newspaper also testify to
the presence of several Greek shops (hotels, restaurants, grocery shops, coffee-
shop-restaurants, tobacco-shops) and a number of Greek professionals (tailors,
yoghurt manufacturers, hair-dressers, hat- makers, doctors) not only in interwar
London 57, but also in Paris’® and — to a lesser extent — in Marseillessg, where
vital Greek communities also existed™.
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Conclusion

The Greek-language verse newspaper ‘The Sapyra’ reveals the
existence of an interesting Greek satirical poet, Leonidas Arniotis. He was a
person of diverse talents and immense resourcefulness, combining the qualities
of an artist and a sportsman. During the interwar period in London, where he
spent the last twenty years of his life, he was an active participant in the life of
the Greek community and he kept close contacts with the Greek community in
Paris as well.

The newspaper had a wide reading public scattered in many
communities of the Greek Diaspora worldwide. Besides, its contents provide
valuable documentation on the life of the Greek communities of the Diaspora
mainly in London and lesser in France during the period in question. After all
‘The Satyra’ is a case of satirical poetry that at the same time constitutes a
historical document.

NOTES:

! For the history of the Greek Community in London, see above all R. Browning, ‘Some
early Greek visitors to England’, Essays in memory of Basil Laowrdas (Thessaloniki,
1975), 387-95.T. Catsiyannis, The Greex Community of London (London, 1993). T.E.
Dowling & E.W. Fletcher, Hellenism in England (London, 19135). ].Harris, ‘The
Grecian Coffee House and political debate in London®, The London Journal 25 (2000),
1-13. ). Harris, Greek emigres in the West, 1400-1520 (Camberley, 19935). V.
Tsimpidaros, The Greeks in England (Athens, 1974) (in Greek). Ch. Mettis, The Roots
of the Colonial Hellenism in Great Britain (Athens, 1988) (in Greek).

? A. Kitroeff, ‘Commercial colonies and immigrants’, in C. Chatziiossif (ed.), History of
Greece in the Twentieth Century, vol. 11 (Athens, 2002) 362 (in Greek). Tsimpidaros,
The Greeks, 162-169, 219-232. Mettis, The Roots, 141-237.

: Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 232, Mettis, The Roots, 237. S. Papageorgiou, Greek
benefactors (Athens, 1997) 16-17, 85-87, 107-109(in Greek).

* Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 234, 236. Mettis, The Roots, 236, Newspaper The Satyra
[Satire] 14 (1.1.1931), 4 (in Greek).

% Tsimpidaros, The Greeks , 234-241, Mettis, The Roots, 277-450.

© Ibid., 257-258, 265-275, 277-450. The Satyra [Satire] 14 (1.1.1931), 3.

" General Archives of the State (Greece)-Archives of the district of Laconia: Municipal
Population Register, from A-M, (Municipals: I.1.128), n¢0. 543 (in Greek). For Leonidas
Arniotis” activity before his establishment in London, see: E, Georgitsoyanni, ‘Leonidas
Arniotis. An important cultural personality of the early twentieth century’, Proceedings
of the first local congress of Laconian Studies (Athens 2002), i45-168 (in Greek-
French summary),
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¥ Spartiatikon Hemerologion [Spartan Diary] (Sparta) IIT {1902), 82 (in Greek).
Newspaper Patris [Fatheriand] (Bucharest), 19.10/1.11. 1902,3; ibid. 16/29.11.1902.3
(in Greek).

? bid., 19,10/1.11, 1902,3; ibid. 24.10/6.11.1902,3,

“Spartiatikon Hemerologion 111 {1902), 82. Patris [Fatherland], 19.10/1.11.1902,3;
ibtd., 24.10/6.11.1902,3; ibid,, 16/29.11.1902,3; ibid., 17/30.4.1903,3 ]

"' See some of his most successful performances, which took place in Romania
(Bucharest, Vraila and Jassy), [Ibid, 19.10/1.11.1902,3; ibid,24.10/6.11.1902.3; ibid.
6/19.11.1902,3; ibid., 8/21.12.1902,3; ibid., 22.1/4.2.1903, 3] where existed vital Greek
communities [see about, C. Papacostea- Dianielopolu, Greek Communities in Romania
in 19" cemury (Bucharest, 1996) (in Romanian}}

' Contracts no. 46472/3-12-1910 and 46473/3-12-1910 of the Athens notary G.
Afentakis (Archive of the Joint Fund of Employees of the Bank of Greece, Athens) (in
Greek). H. Fessa-Emannuel, The architecture of the Modern Greek Theatre 1740-1940,
vol. Il (Athens, 1994),54, 145 (in Greek). T. Chatzipantazis &1.. Maraca, The Athenian
Revue (Athens, 1977), 45 (in Greek).

" Chatzipantazis &Mataca, The Athenian Revue, 66-67.

" Patris [Fatherland], 6/19.1.1904,3; ibid., 14.1.1906,4. His French wife (whose name
is now unknown, the Arniotis archives not having been preserved) was his partner in
these ventures, with both of them winning numerous awards for their performances
(ibid., 24.10/6.11.1902, 3; ibid., 5/18.11.1902, 3; ibid., 16/29.11.1902,3).

" Chatzipantazis &Maraca, The Athenian Revue, 49,67. A. Glytzouris, The art of
theatrical direction in Greece (Athens, 2001), 118 (in Greek). D. Lavrangas, My
memoirs (Athens, no date), 180-83 (in Greek). A. Chatziapostolou, History of Greek
Melodrama (Athens, 1949), 63-64 (in Greek).

' Newspaper Proia [Morning] (Athens), n. 15 (24.11.1939), 3 (in Greek).

"7 Newspaper Athinai [Athens] (Athens) 22.9.1910,2; ibid., 27.9.1910, 1. (in Greek). E.
Kartalamakis, Greek wings.1912-32 (Athens, 1983), 9 (in Greek).

'8 Kartalamakis, Greek wings, 8-11. General Air Staff. Direction of History of Aviation,
History of the Hellenic Airforce (Athens, 1980), 16, 20-25 (in Greek). In the meantime
another Greek, also trained in France, Emmanuel Argyropoulos, managed to fly
successfully in 1912,

" Chatziapostolou, History of Greek Melodrama, 113. Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 234,
Kartalamakis, Greek wings, 9. Arniotis had already sold his two houses and his theatre
[Contracts no. 38522/11.11.1906, no. 46472/3-12-1910 and no, 46473/3-12-1910 of the
Athens notary G. Afentakis (Archive of the Joint Fund of Employees of the Bank of
Greece, Athens) (in Greek}].

 According to the Greek journalist and author Vassos Tsimpidaros, who has provided
some information on Leonidas Amiotis’ life in London, based, apparently, on oral
testimonies, (Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 234).

! Kelly’s Post Office London Directory (London, 1919), 1221. Tbid., (1920),1252.
Ibid., (1922).415,1359,
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# According to photographic evidence (Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre,
LOC/REP/03/09). Mar6, born in 1887 in the city of Patras in the north-western
Peloponnese, was Arniotis’ second wife [Greek Cathedral of St.Sophia, London,
Second Book of Deaths, no. 1511 (in Greek)]. His first marriage, which was childless,
ended in divorce (Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 234).

= Kelly’s Post Office London Directory (London, 1923), 1386. The shop was situated
at No.l4, on the north side of St. Giles High Street, at the corner of Arthur Street
(nowadays Earnshaw Street) [ibid., (1924), 423]. The building where the shop was
situated no longer exists, having been demolished in the 1950s. [Camden History
Society (ed.), Streets of St Giles. A survey of streets, buildings and former residents in a
part of Camden (London, 2000), 13,42].

** Camden History Society (ed.), Streets of St Giles, 13, 42.

* Kelly’s Post Office London Directory (London, 1925),1763.

* Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 234.

" Family Records Centre, DYA 032914, Greek Cathedral of St Sophia, London, First
Book of Deaths, no. 996 (in Greek). He was buried at Hendon Park Cemetery (Henden
Park Cemetery, Book of records, 5.10.1939, funeral number no.48370). His wife died
much later, in 28 October 1955, at Hammersmith, where she spent the last years of her
life [Family Records Centre, Certified copy of an entry of death-Generat register office,
1955-Registration district Hammersmith, DY A 184875. Greek Cathedral of St Sephia,
London, Second Book of Deaths, no. [511 (in Greek)].

** As place of the edition is mentioned the No. 2, St. Giles High Street (The Satyra
[Satire], 14/1,1.1931,1).

?* “The ““Satyra’ is written by Mr. Arniotis himself’, as is mentioned in the newspaper
(The Satyra {Satire], 14/1.1.1931, 2),

* There is also evidence that during his short stay in the U.S.A., he had written a
theatrical play entitled ‘The immigrants’ (in verse or in prose) [N. Rozakos, The
Modern Greek Popular Theatre in America. 1903-1950 (San Francisco- California,
1985}, 90-91(in Greek)j.

' M. G. Meraclis, *Modern Greek Literature. From the generation of "80 to the
generation of "30°, in Greece History and Civilization of the Greek Nation from the
beginnings till today, vol.ll (Athens 1998), 539-540 (in Greek).

** The only extant copy of the newspaper is No. 14/1.1.1931, included in the collections
of the British Library-Newspaper Library. Apart from that a short poem which was
published in the newspaper, perhaps in January 1930, is reproduced by the Athenian
newspaper Kathimerini [Quotidian] of 12.1,1930,1. Some verses of the same poem
were also published in the Athenian journal Nea Lacedaimon {New Lacedaimonj 25
{May 1960), 10 {in Greek).

3 The SatyrafSatire], 14/1.1.1931,1-2.

> Ibid., 14/1.1.1931, 2-4.

** Kathimerini[Quotidian], 12.1.1930,1. Nea Lacedaimon [New Lacedaimon] 25 (May
1960),10,

* The dictation of the otiginal texts is preserved.
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>’ The Satyra [Satire], 14/1.1.1931,1. [Translation, in prose, by the author of the article].
** Untitled poem.

** The Satyra [Satire], 14/1.1.1931,2. [Translation, in prose, by the author of the article].
“ Ibid., no. 14/1.1.1931,3 [Translation, in prose, by the author of the article].

* More precisely it is known from historical research that the first Cypriots arrived in
England around 1920. They were men, of low educational level, who did *humble’ jobs.
Their living conditions were very poor and the immigrants often created trouble, mainly
as a result of love affairs. In the late twenties though a few educated Cypriots who had
arrived started efforts to improve the condition of their compatriots by the creation of a
school and a community. In the years that followed until the beginning of World War 11
the number of Cypriot immigrants rose and were accompanied in many cases by their
wives (Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 234-241. Mettis, The Roots, 277-450).

XK. Svolopoulos, ‘The Greek foreign policy’, in History of the Greek Nation, vol. XV
(Athens, 1978), 354-355 (in Greek).

** Turkish word meanin g the silly who wants to appear as clever.

* He means Venizelos® second wife, Helena.

* He is referring to an attack against Venizelos.

% He is referring to the short Turkish conquest of Larissa in Thessaly during the Greek-
Turkish war of 1897.

*' He is referring to the Greek defeat in Asia Minor in the war of 1919-1922.

“ He apparently means the Great Powers.

¥ He is referring to the king Constantine T (1868-1923), commander in chief of the
Greek army in the Balkan Wars (1912-13), who died in exile in Italy [I. Mourellos,
‘From Serayevo to Lausanne’, Greece. History and Civilization of the Greek Nation
Jrom the beginnings till today, vol. 11, (Athens, 1998),157 (in Greek). ]

*® The SatyrafSatire], no. 14/1.1.1931,2 [Translation, in prose, by the author of the
article].

*! B, Jelavich, History of the Batkans. Twenticth century (Cambrnidge, 1999), 172- 176.
* Papageorgiou, Greek benefactors, 85-87, 107-109.

> Tsimpidaros, The Greeks, 238. The newspaper was published weekly from 1916
(Information by Trinity College Library, Dublin).

* See also his verses including caustic satire against Eleftherios Venizelos published in
another — now lost — copy of The Satyra [Satire] (perhaps that of January 1930), which
are reproduced by the Athenian newspaper Kathimerini [Quotidian] of 12.1.1930,1 and
the journal Nea Lacedaimon {New Lacedaimonj 25 (May 1960),10.

* The Satyra [Sative], no. 14/1.1.1931,4 [Translation, in prose, by the author of the
article].

> Ibid,, no. 14/1.1.1931,4 [Translation, in prose, by the author of the article].

>7 Specifically, three hotels are mentioned: [the ‘Olympia’ (Queen’s Rd, Bayswater),
the hotel of Christos Chatzipantelis (75 Beak St., Picadilly) and the hotel of Adam
Pachalinos (177 Wardour St); six restaurants [Antony Lampos (7, Mitre St, & Grocery
shop), Stetios Patrinos (two shops: 23 & 25 Creechurch Lane; 22, Denman St), Christos
Pantelis ‘Thessaloniki® (25, Beak St), Adam Paschalinos (177, Wardour St, & Hotel)],
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Demosthenes Kehagioglou [25, New Compton St]; two grocery shops {D. Soutsos (69,
Talbot Rd), Antony Lampos (7, Mitre St, & Restaurant)]; two coffee-shop-restaurants
[Eustathius Catopodis (37, New Compton St), ‘The Pan-Cypriot” (14, Rathone Place),
‘Souli” (Cypriot), P. Nicolaou &Co. (26, Denmark St.), “Aristotle’ (83, Gray’s Inn
Road)]; two tobacoo-shops [Andrew Arsenis (96, Charing Cross Rd), Chatziyannis (98
Zermyn St, Picadilly)]; four tailors {D.P. Christopher - or Christophides: ‘Ladies’ and
Gentlemen’s Tailor’ (102, Charrng Cross Rd), N. Karampis (3, Duke St, Algate),
Christos Canaris *Ladies” and Gents’ Tailor’ (24, St Giles High Street, Bloomsbury),
Stathis Tsacunis (14, Old Compton St)]; one manufacturer of Yoghurts: Voutzas &
Manolis Co. (22, Great Chapel St) and one hair-dresser: Eustathius Catopodis (151,
Shafiesbury Ave) [TheSatyra [Satire], no. 14/1.1.1931,3 .4).

*® Specifically, seven tailors are mentioned: [Marius (22, Saint- Augustin Str), E.
Anastasiou (34, Opera Ave., Paris), S. G. Georgiadis (70, Fauburg Poissonier St.),
Soterios Peridis (330-332, Saint- Honoré St), N. Zacharides (17, Rapp. Ave), G.
Pantagis (42, Jacob St.), Nicolas (48, Trevise St); one woman hat- maker: Sophia
Anapolitaki (14, Lepic)}; [one hair-dresser: Marios Gatsios (3, Rue de la Harpe); one
doctor: Dr de Lusi (3, Quentin- Bauchart St)]; one hotel: “Acropolis’; ene grocery shop:
Spyros Lamprou (32, Bachari St.) and one restaurant: E. G. Patsadiotis (Saint- Honoré
St) [The Satyra fSatire], no. 14/1,1.1931,3,4)].

o Specifically, one hotel is mentioned: Grand Hotel ‘Alexandra’ (13, Cours Belsunce).
* In Paris existed a thriving Greek community since the 19 century, composed mainly
by businessmen and merchants, craftsmen (principally furriers, tailors and shoe-
makers), university students, doctors and scholars [D. Papadopoulon, ‘Greeks in Paris
in late 19" century: the first organization of a community in Diaspora’, Proceedings of
the Congress: ‘History of the Modern Greek Diaspora. Research and Instruction’, vol.
I, (Rethymnon, 2004), 207-214 (in Greek)]. An important Greek community was also
that of Marseille, founded in the 18™ century and composed mainly by businessmen
[A. Mandilara, The Greek Business Community in Marseille, 1816-1900; Individual
and Network Sirategies, PH.D. thesis, European University Institute (Florence, 1998)
{in Greek)].
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